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This Week at
at Hodge Clough

Dear Families, 

It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back to school this week with lots of
smiles and hopes for a happy and successful term ahead! 

We have also welcomed two new members of staff: I’m sure lots of you will have
met our new site manager at Conduit St - Mr Ainsworth. As you know, this role has
been waiting to be filled by the right person for some time, but we have finally
found them and we are so happy to have him as part of the Hodge Clough Team! 

Some of you will also have spoken to Mrs Murphy  - our new Designated
Safeguarding and Attendance Lead - who brings with her a wealth of experience
and expertise. In the short time she has been with us she has already proved what
a valuable addition she will be to Hodge Clough and I know the children are going to
really appreciate her calm and nurturing presence.

Although I can’t believe it is already summer term, I am very excited for what it
has in store! With a host of school and PTA events lined up, there will be lots of
opportunities for families to get involved in school life and share in  all that makes
Hodge Clough so special.. A full set of calendar dates will be sent in a separate
ParentMail.

In another ParentMail, sent earlier today, we have also shared the exciting news
that Governors are exploring the possibility of our school joining a multi-academy
trust. This will only strengthen our resolve to ensure our children receive the best
possible education. Your views as parents are very important to us and we will
carefully consider any questions you pose. 

I’m looking forward to sharing another fantastic week with the children and our
families - see you on Monday! 

Mrs Hodkinson 
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Our New School
Library

Pride                            Happiness                    Excellence                      Attitude                      Respect                 Togetherness

We take PRIDE in who we are and have children at the HEART of all we do

Mrs Lilley and Miss Wood - our two very
dedicated English Leaders - have been busy
transforming the central area,at the heart

of the Conduit St classrooms ,into an
inviting new Library space! 

I went to share in Year 2's first session in
there and they were loving it! 

There are some brilliant plans a-foot for an
enhanced  Wilkes St Library, too!
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Kind Hearts. Ambitious Minds. Striving for Excellence.

Playtime Fun Times!

There’s a new look to playtimes at Conduit St this week! 

As shared last half term, we are looking to provide the children with a greater variety of
equipment and resources that will help them make the most of their break times. 

If parents have any connections with people who could help us with outdoor wooden tables and
Trim Trails at both sites, we would love to hear from you! 



Community News
In a Newsletter last half term, we shared a Sholver Community Centre Litter Picking event,
and it was wonderful to hear that some of our pupils took up the challenge! Daniel (previous
Hodge Clough student - he's now y8 at Brian Clarke), Annabel and Tia (y6) and Samuel (y2) all

showed tremendous community spirit: I’m told they even uncovered some more unusual items:
a skull, school tie, trampoline, paddling pool, old grill, buggy, socks and a LOT of cans, bottles

and paper! They even made it into The Oldham Times - well done to you all!
https://share.google/2qXRzpoe9Nl7hdweE

Kind Hearts. Ambitious Minds. Striving for Excellence.



Community News
Another great suggestion of a local event in which our children can get involved...

SEND and Pastoral Support at Hodge Clough
We are thrilled to announce that two of our  TAs are

currently undertaking ELSA training (Emotional Literacy
Support Assistants). By September, these two valued TAs
will be equipped to provide tailored, short-term, one-on-

one or small-group support to help children manage
emotional, social, and mental health challenges. 

We are also very excited to be in the early stages of
developing an Enhanced Provision Space at Wilkes St,

intended to support children with Speech, Language and
Communication needs. We will keep you informed of

developments in this area. 

A huge thank you to our talented  Mrs Lawton who has
created a Calm Room at Conduit St: this is designed to
support children’s wellbeing and provide a safe, happy

place where children who need to can take a moment to
regulate and return to learning when ready.

Kind Hearts, Ambitioys Minds, Striving for Excellence.
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Pride                            Happiness                    Excellence                      Attitude                      Respect                 Togetherness

We take PRIDE in who we are and have children at the HEART of all we do

Dear Families, 

Here we are at the end of another week - and what a lovely sunny one it has been! 

A highlight from this week has to be when Year 4AM came to ask if I could come to the Hall to have a look at
the work they have been doing in DT - when I walked over, it was seemingly in darkness, except for a few
spots of light? When the lights went on, I could see that they had designed and made their own torches,
complete with electrical circuits that even included home-made switches. The children were so proud and
have clearly enjoyed every minute of this project! Well done! 

Another highlight has to be the Rock Steady Concert! Each week, our Rock Steady crew have lessons in
either vocals, guitar, drums or keyboard and form bands that practice and perform together. Today was
their opportunity to show their parents and children in school just how much progress they have made. I
was very proud of the increased confidence, timing and skill that the bands showed and can’t wait to see
how another term’s-worth of lessons will help their skills continue to grow.

In other proud moments, I can’t believe how many Year 6s keep turning up in my office! I love it when
children are so impressed with themselves and their efforts that they just have to come and show me! My
Year 6 visitors have been excited  to show me just how far they have come while practising for their
upcoming SATs tests and I can see just how hard they, and their teachers, have been working to make these
big strides of progress - keep it up Year 6, there’s not long to go! 

I also loved seeing how much Year 1s have been learning about schools in the past - the children were all
very keen to tell me about things we have now that would not have been around 100 years ago! 

There’ll be more proud moments for me this weekend when I take my youngest daughter to look around the
university for which she has an offer and I’ll also be watching my nephew in the musical, We Will Rock You -
hopefully with some sunny dog walks in between! 

I hope you all enjoy the sunshine too, and we’ll see you all back in school on Monday!

Mrs Hodkinson 



Our Rock Steady
Crew!



Saving our pollinators one flower at a time! 
 

Good news, everybody, Mrs Hodkinson has agreed to help all our lovely insects this year! She
has very kindly said that the big grass pitch will not be mowed until the end of June so that

our extremely important pollinators have access to flowers at the start of the season . 

The ECO team would also like to spread indigenous wild flower seeds on both sides of the
pitch to continue providing for these fantastic creatures and encourage them to visit our

school - the Team would like to reach out for help with this: if you have seeds, or money you
would be able to donate to help us with our mission, they would be greatly appreciated. We
will be given a small budget to buy seeds and will be asking for donations from local garden

centres . 

The school will also be using this time to try and get the grass pitch in a slightly better
condition, so we are also on the look out for any top soil and grass seed to help it become a
lovely green place once again . Thank you for your continued support of our school and the

ECO Team! 

A message from our Eco Council 



Date Event Notes

16.4.26 National Offer Day - Reception
The local authority sends offers for on-time applications, with emails
sent to online applicants usually from 9:00 am, and letters posted to

others. 

24.4.26 Rock Steady Concert for Parents In the Hall at Conduit St

30.4.26 
Parent only meeting for Sept 2026 -

Nursery Intake 
9.00 - 9.45

1.5.26 Year 3 and 4 Safeguarding Workshops
These were postponed from the last half-term 

Please refer to Parent Mail, previously sent

1.5.26
Meeting for Enhanced Provision

Space parents 
9am at Wilkes St - Invitation only

4.5.26 May Day Bank Holiday School closed today

6.5.26 Reception Trip to ‘Imagine That’

11.5.26 –
14.5.26

Year 6 SATs
An important week for our Year 6s! Please ensure they are in school

every day. 

11.5.26 –
14.5.26

Mental Health Awareness Week In-school activities

12.5.26 EYFS Open Evening 5.30 - 6.30, welcoming all EYFS children and parents

15.5.26 Starbooks Author Day Julia Donaldson

18.5.26 Year 5 trip to Quarry Bank Mill 

18.5.26
Year 6 World Cup Football Festival at

Boundary Park
A team of 6 players needed

19.5.26
Year 1 and 2 Football Festival at

Boundary Park 
A team of 3-5 players needed 

20.5.26 National Numeracy Day In school event

HALF TERM – School closes on Friday 22nd May and re-opens on Tuesday 2nd June 

Calendar Dates



Date Event Notes

1.6.26 INSET Day School closed to pupils

Week
beginning
1.6.26 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
during this week 

The national, statutory assessment of how fluently Year 4 children
can recall their Times Tables up to 12 x 12

3.6.26 Class Photo Day 

4.6.26
‘Getting To Know You’ session for
Sept 2026 - Nursery Intake 

9.00 – 10.00  - for parents and children of new nursery starters 

4.6.26
Parent only meeting for Sept 2026
- Reception Intake 

2.00 - 3.00 in Wilkes St Hall

5.6.26 Year 5 Science Workshop Hands on workshop about Materials and their Properties (in school)

Wk. beg.
8.6.26 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Completed in school over this week, it is a national, statutory test for
Year 1 pupils to confirm they have learned phonic decoding to an age-

appropriate standard. 

8.6.26
‘Getting To Know You’ session for
Sept 2026 – Nursery Intake 

3.30 - 4.30 
Additional session for those Nursery parents and children who could

not make last week’s morning session.

11.6.26
‘Getting to Know You’ session for
Sept 2026 - Reception Intake 

3.30 - 4.30

11.6.26 Men’s World Cup begins In school activities 

Week
beginning
5.6.26

Aspirations Week
People from different careers in school to talk to children about their

jobs 

16.6.26 Nursery trip to Smithill’s Farm

Wk beg
22.6.26

Assessment Week Years 1-5

23.6.26 
Year 4  and 5 United Utilities
Workshop 



Date Event Notes

25.6.26 Y6 Blackpool Trip 

30.6.26 
Year 1 and 2 Sports Day 

Nursery and Reception Sports Day 
Y1 and 2 - approx. 9.00 - 10.30
N and Rec - approx. 1.45 - 2.45

1.7.26 
Year 3 and 4 Sports Day 

 
Year 5 and 6 Sports Day

Year 3 and 4 - approx. 9.00 - 10.30 
 

Year 5 and 6 - approx. 1.30 - 3.00

2.7.26
Oldham Secondary School

Transition Day for Year 6s  and
Hodge Clough ‘Moving Up Day’

Year 6's visit their new Secondary Schools and all other year groups
spend time in their new classes.

3.7.26
Starbooks Author Day - Lewis

Carroll
4th July is National Alice in Wonderland Day! 

6.7.26 Meet the Teacher Event
An opportunity for parents to visit their child’s classroom for next

year and informally meet their new teacher.

8.7.26 and
9.7.26 

Hodge Clough’s Got Talent! In school events to showcase our pupils and their many talents!

10.7.26 
End of Year Reports go out to

parents

13.7.26 Dress Rehearsal for Y6 Show

13.7.26 ReportsDrop In for parents 
Informal - no appointments will be given out in advance., but
teachers will be available for an hour after school if parents want
to discuss anything about their children’s reports.

15.7.26
Year 6 Performance for parents -
I’m an 11 Year Old - Get Me Out of

Here!!

Performances at 1.45 – 2.45 and 
and  5.30 – 6.30



Date Event Notes

16.7.26 Summer Fun Day In school activities

17.7.26
Y6 Leavers Assembly for parents

and Guard of Honour!
Assembly - 9.00 – 10.30am 

END OF YEAR – School closes to pupils on Friday 17th July 

Class Attendance

Nursery 96.2%

Rec CP 95.2%

Rec HB 94.8%

Y1 HR 93.3%

Y1 JW 94.5%

Y2 TN 95.7%

Y2 JW 86.3%

Class Attendance

Y3 SH 96.1%

Y3 YG 96.8%

Y4 JR 86.4%

Y4 AM 86.7%

Y5 MO 92.7%

Y5 LM 98.7%

Y6 SC 91.3%

Y6 LL 96.3%Overall Attendance this week:
93.5%

Year 1 End of Year Activity - still TBC
PTFA events - still TBC

Attendance Counts!
Hodge Clough has high expectations for all pupils’ attendance and in line with National Guidelines, our

expectation is that all children aim for at least 96% attendance. Regular attendance is extremely important
for your child’s wellbeing and progress and the impact of non-attendance at school and nursery significantly
increases gaps in knowledge and understanding for children. Research has shown that this has a huge impact

on their attainment, achievement and future life choices. 
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Kind Hearts. Ambitious Minds. Striving for Excellence.

This week's Award Winners
PROUD AWARD
FOR PROGRESS

PROUD AWARD
FOR

ACHIEVEMENT
VALUES AWARD

Reception CP Hallie Arabella Hadi

Reception HB Xander TJ Sofia

Y1JW Lianna Hudson Niamh

Y1HR Jaxon Lily Emelia

Y2 TN Theodore Emma Luana

Y2JW Emily Carter Ralphie

Y3SH Elodie Esmae Noah

Y3YG/DE Junior Archie Harley

Y4JR Lewis Emmeline Esme

Y4AM Bobby Chloe Ivy-Rai

Y5MO Patrick Charlie Lorena

Y5LM Hasanah Theo Kacie

Y6SC Ayva Isla Adila

Y6LL Lewis Annabelle Millie-Mae
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Pride                            Happiness                    Excellence                      Attitude                      Respect                 Togetherness

We take PRIDE in who we are and have children at the HEART of all we do

Dear Families, 

This week there have been lots of opportunities to celebrate what makes Hodge Clough so
special and also the exciting times that lie ahead as we continue to move forward with our
school improvement plans: 

On Thursday we welcomed new Nursery parents to an induction meeting and shared
everything about our EYFS that means our children get the very best start to their
education. 

In another parent meeting today, we shared our vision for the development of our Enhanced
Provision Space at Wilkes St. We explored how this provision will uphold one of our most
powerful beliefs - Every child deserves to feel safe, happy and successful in school; at Hodge
Clough, all children are entitled to an education that is responsive and supportive of their
individual needs. 

Also today, Year 3 and 4 had their turn with Oldham’s Safeguarding Officers who came into
school to deliver workshops on respectful relationships, personal boundaries, and how to
stay safe. 

Finally, our initial exploration of potential academisation have begun. A summary of these
presentations will be given to parents in order that you are kept fully informed of
developments.

As we head into the Bank Holiday, I hope everyone enjoys the long weekend - maybe the sun
will shine again? We will see you all back on Tuesday! 

Best wishes,

Mrs Hodkinson 



Netball
Tournament

On Tuesday, Mr Nokes and I were proud to take some of our Year 5 and 6s
to play in a Netball Tournament at Crompton House. They played brilliantly

and  showed some exceptional skill, coming away with a decisive victory:
the final score sheet was 16 - 0 and 13 - 0!!! Over the Summer term, they

will be competing in 3 further tournaments, and with some additional
training during After School Club netball, they are sure to go from

strength to strength. Well done Team Hodge Clough!!

Calendar Addition for Nursery

Last week, we published our events calendar for Summer Term and there
are still a few more to add in relation to Year 1 and 2 trips. An additional

diary date for Nursery parents is their end of year performance to
parents on the afternoon of 7  July. th



As I was looking around school this week, I spotted Year 5 enjoying
some time outdoors. I found out that they have been exploring the

exciting world of installation art which is all about transforming a space
to create an experience, and the children have loved thinking beyond

traditional paintings and sculptures.
They have studied a range of artists, experimented with unusual and

recycled materials, and worked collaboratively to design and build their
own installations. During the unit they are developing their creativity,
teamwork, and critical thinking skills, carefully considering how their

artwork could communicate a mood or message to an audience.

Year 5 Installation Art 



Date Event Notes

16.4.26 National Offer Day - Reception
The local authority sends offers for on-time applications, with emails
sent to online applicants usually from 9:00 am, and letters posted to

others. 

24.4.26 Rock Steady Concert for Parents In the Hall at Conduit St

30.4.26 
Parent only meeting for Sept 2026 -

Nursery Intake 
9.00 - 9.45

1.5.26 Year 3 and 4 Safeguarding Workshops
These were postponed from the last half-term 

Please refer to Parent Mail, previously sent

1.5.26
Meeting for Enhanced Provision

Space parents 
9am at Wilkes St - Invitation only

4.5.26 May Day Bank Holiday School closed today

6.5.26 Reception Trip to ‘Imagine That’

11.5.26 –
14.5.26

Year 6 SATs
An important week for our Year 6s! Please ensure they are in school

every day. 

11.5.26 –
14.5.26

Mental Health Awareness Week In-school activities

12.5.26 EYFS Open Evening 5.30 - 6.30, welcoming all EYFS children and parents

15.5.26 Starbooks Author Day Julia Donaldson

18.5.26 Year 5 trip to Quarry Bank Mill 

18.5.26
Year 6 World Cup Football Festival at

Boundary Park
A team of 6 players needed

19.5.26
Year 1 and 2 Football Festival at

Boundary Park 
A team of 3-5 players needed 

20.5.26 National Numeracy Day In school event

HALF TERM – School closes on Friday 22nd May and re-opens on Tuesday 2nd June 

Calendar Dates



Date Event Notes

1.6.26 INSET Day School closed to pupils

Week
beginning
1.6.26 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
during this week 

The national, statutory assessment of how fluently Year 4 children
can recall their Times Tables up to 12 x 12

3.6.26 Class Photo Day 

4.6.26
‘Getting To Know You’ session for
Sept 2026 - Nursery Intake 

9.00 – 10.00  - for parents and children of new nursery starters 

4.6.26
Parent only meeting for Sept 2026
- Reception Intake 

2.00 - 3.00 in Wilkes St Hall

5.6.26 Year 5 Science Workshop Hands on workshop about Materials and their Properties (in school)

Wk. beg.
8.6.26 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Completed in school over this week, it is a national, statutory test for
Year 1 pupils to confirm they have learned phonic decoding to an age-

appropriate standard. 

8.6.26
‘Getting To Know You’ session for
Sept 2026 – Nursery Intake 

3.30 - 4.30 
Additional session for those Nursery parents and children who could

not make last week’s morning session.

11.6.26
‘Getting to Know You’ session for
Sept 2026 - Reception Intake 

3.30 - 4.30

11.6.26 Men’s World Cup begins In school activities 

Week
beginning
5.6.26

Aspirations Week
People from different careers in school to talk to children about their

jobs 

16.6.26 Nursery trip to Smithill’s Farm

Wk beg
22.6.26

Assessment Week Years 1-5

23.6.26 
Year 4  and 5 United Utilities
Workshop 



Date Event Notes

25.6.26 Y6 Blackpool Trip 

30.6.26 
Year 1 and 2 Sports Day 

Nursery and Reception Sports Day 
Y1 and 2 - approx. 9.00 - 10.30
N and Rec - approx. 1.45 - 2.45

1.7.26 
Year 3 and 4 Sports Day 

 
Year 5 and 6 Sports Day

Year 3 and 4 - approx. 9.00 - 10.30 
 

Year 5 and 6 - approx. 1.30 - 3.00

2.7.26
Oldham Secondary School

Transition Day for Year 6s  and
Hodge Clough ‘Moving Up Day’

Year 6's visit their new Secondary Schools and all other year groups
spend time in their new classes.

3.7.26
Starbooks Author Day - Lewis

Carroll
4th July is National Alice in Wonderland Day! 

6.7.26 Meet the Teacher Event
An opportunity for parents to visit their child’s classroom for next

year and informally meet their new teacher.

7.7.26 Nursery End of Year Show Afternoon performance

8.7.26 and
9.7.26 

Hodge Clough’s Got Talent! In school events to showcase our pupils and their many talents!

10.7.26 
End of Year Reports go out to

parents

13.7.26 Dress Rehearsal for Y6 Show

13.7.26 ReportsDrop In for parents 
Informal - no appointments will be given out in advance., but
teachers will be available for an hour after school if parents want
to discuss anything about their children’s reports.

15.7.26
Year 6 Performance for parents -
I’m an 11 Year Old - Get Me Out of

Here!!

Performances at 1.45 – 2.45 and 
and  5.30 – 6.30



Date Event Notes

16.7.26 Summer Fun Day In school activities

17.7.26
Y6 Leavers Assembly for parents

and Guard of Honour!
Assembly - 9.00 – 10.30am 

END OF YEAR – School closes to pupils on Friday 17th July 

Class Attendance

Nursery 98.3%

Rec CP 91.5%

Rec HB 88.1%

Y1 HR 93.3%

Y1 JW 90.3%

Y2 TN 93.9%

Y2 JW 92.7%

Class Attendance

Y3 SH 91.8%

Y3 YG 97.9%

Y4 JR 87.8%

Y4 AM 88.3%

Y5 MO 92.7%

Y5 LM 96.1%

Y6 SC 93.8%

Y6 LL 92.75%Overall Attendance this week:
 93.9%

Year 1 and 2  End of Year Activity - still TBC
PTFA events - still TBC

Attendance Counts!
Hodge Clough has high expectations for all pupils’ attendance and in line with National Guidelines, our

expectation is that all children aim for at least 96% attendance. Regular attendance is extremely important
for your child’s wellbeing and progress and the impact of non-attendance at school and nursery significantly
increases gaps in knowledge and understanding for children. Research has shown that this has a huge impact

on their attainment, achievement and future life choices. 
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Kind Hearts. Ambitious Minds. Striving for Excellence.

This week's Award Winners
PROUD AWARD
FOR PROGRESS

PROUD AWARD
FOR

ACHIEVEMENT
VALUES AWARD

Reception CP Nahla Noah Logan

Reception HB Dalilah Lily Lottie

Y1JW Finley Micha Carson

Y1HR Tobias Harrison Luna-Mae

Y2 TN Dylan Millie Evalyn

Y2JW Callum Betsy Reggie

Y3SH Noel Inaya Jax-Lee

Y3YG/DE Florence Cally-Jo Rosie-Ann

Y4JR Aria Bobbie Wyatt

Y4AM Charlie Dylan Ralphie

Y5MO Alfie Beatrice Amelia

Y5LM Annie Oscar Mohammed

Y6SC Alice Yusuf Aria

Y6LL Peyton Max Lucianna
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Dear Families, 

I hope everyone had a great Bank Holiday, last weekend! 

This week might have been a shorter one, but it has still been filled with some
great times and great learning! 

From Reception journeying to Liverpool for their trip,  Year 2 turning into
broadcasters, Year 4 amazing me with their narrative story writing and Year 5
honing their research skills on the topic of Sir David Attenborough’s 100
birthday - it has been a wonderful week! You can find out more about these in the
rest of our Newsletter!

th

Have a great weekend!

Mrs Hodkinson 
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We take PRIDE in who we are and have children at the HEART of all we do

Community News

A huge well done to Pearl in Year 5 who
completed the challenge of swimming the
distance of the English Channel at Oldham

Leisure Centre! In doing show, Pearl and her
team have raised almost £2,000 for Dr

Kershaws Hospice - an incredible achievement!  



David Attenborough is 100
Years old!

This week, we have been busy celebrating  the life of Sir David Attenborough and
the difference he has made.  Sir David, a famous naturalist and broadcaster, is

celebrating his 100th birthday. For over70 years, he has created and presented
programmes that help people understand animals, nature, and the planet. His

work has inspired millions of people to learn more about the world and take
care of it. 

Just take a look at Year 2 who were inspired  to record voice overs in the style
of David Attenborough - if you scan the QR Code below, you can hear what they

had to say! What a great experience they had!

I always love it when children come to show me their work, and Year 5 were so
keen to come and show me the facts they have discovered about Sir David; they

went on to tell me that they will be using these to create some Birthday
Posters all about him!

Scan the  QR code to listen  to
the Year 2 broadcast!



Our two Reception classes had a brilliant day out at ‘Imagine That’ - a
unique Science and Discovery Centre where they got to experience four
zones of art, science, play and exploration. Highlights of the day had to

be the  Imagination Village, Artbeatz art area, the Bright Sparks Science
Zone and definitely the  Slime Factory! Our children were a pleasure to

take out and had a thoroughly enjoyable day! 

Reception Trip to Imagine That! 



Next week. Year 6's all around the country have their end of KS2 SATs. Something that
we know you have all worked incredibly hard to prepare for, and we are so proud of

you, but there is something else that we must remember: 

SATs cannot assess what makes every single one of you special and unique, your
strong values and hidden qualities. The way you have persevered and been resilient

this year, learning from your mistakes, and having the desire to improve. The way you
have shown kindness  and showed that you are a good friend. They do not assess the

passion you have for subjects that are not tested, like Art, DT, Science and Music. 

The tests don’t know that you: play multiple sports, speak different languages and
play an instrument. They can’t test your ability to have a positive outlook and the belief
that every problem you face  is an opportunity to learn and grow stronger. They do not

know that you  are kind, thoughtful and trustworthy and that everyday you try your
best.

SATs cannot test your smiles that brighten up our classrooms. They don’t know about
all the things you do at home, looking after siblings or cheering up a family member. 

The scores you get next week will tell us something about your learning, but they will
not tell us everything about you. There are many ways of being smart! We are all smart!
So remember, these tests are important, but you’ve already proved how AWESOME you

are! 

A message for Year 6 



PROUD AWARD
FOR PROGRESS

PROUD AWARD
FOR

ACHIEVEMENT
VALUES AWARD

Reception CP Lilith Ronnie Frankie

Reception HB Olivia Gabriela Pippa

Y1JW Nancy Harrison Ivie-Charlotte

Y1HR Poppy Saad Hallie

This week's Award Winners



Date Event Notes

16.4.26 National Offer Day - Reception
The local authority sends offers for on-time applications, with emails
sent to online applicants usually from 9:00 am, and letters posted to

others. 

24.4.26 Rock Steady Concert for Parents In the Hall at Conduit St

30.4.26 
Parent only meeting for Sept 2026 -

Nursery Intake 
9.00 - 9.45

1.5.26 Year 3 and 4 Safeguarding Workshops
These were postponed from the last half-term 

Please refer to Parent Mail, previously sent

1.5.26
Meeting for Enhanced Provision

Space parents 
9am at Wilkes St - Invitation only

4.5.26 May Day Bank Holiday School closed today

6.5.26 Reception Trip to ‘Imagine That’

11.5.26 –
14.5.26

Year 6 SATs
An important week for our Year 6s! Please ensure they are in school

every day. 

11.5.26 –
14.5.26

Mental Health Awareness Week In-school activities

12.5.26 EYFS Open Evening 5.30 - 6.30, welcoming all EYFS children and parents

15.5.26 Starbooks Author Day Julia Donaldson

18.5.26 Year 5 trip to Quarry Bank Mill 

18.5.26
Year 6 World Cup Football Festival at

Boundary Park
A team of 6 players needed

19.5.26
Year 1 and 2 Football Festival at

Boundary Park 
A team of 3-5 players needed 

20.5.26 National Numeracy Day In school event

HALF TERM – School closes on Friday 22nd May and re-opens on Tuesday 2nd June 

Calendar Dates



1.6.26 INSET Day School closed to pupils

Week
beginning
1.6.26 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
during this week 

The national, statutory assessment of how fluently Year 4 children
can recall their Times Tables up to 12 x 12

3.6.26 Class Photo Day 

4.6.26
‘Getting To Know You’ session for
Sept 2026 - Nursery Intake 

9.00 – 10.00  - for parents and children of new nursery starters 

4.6.26
Parent only meeting for Sept 2026
- Reception Intake 

2.00 - 3.00 in Wilkes St Hall

5.6.26 Year 5 Science Workshop Hands on workshop about Materials and their Properties (in school)

Wk. beg.
8.6.26 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Completed in school over this week, it is a national, statutory test for
Year 1 pupils to confirm they have learned phonic decoding to an age-

appropriate standard. 

8.6.26
‘Getting To Know You’ session for
Sept 2026 – Nursery Intake 

3.30 - 4.30 
Additional session for those Nursery parents and children who could

not make last week’s morning session.

10.6.26
Y2 Trip to the Halle at Bridgewater
Hall

11.6.26
‘Getting to Know You’ session for
Sept 2026 - Reception Intake 

3.30 - 4.30

11.6.26 Men’s World Cup begins In school activities 

Week
beginning
5.6.26

Aspirations Week
People from different careers in school to talk to children about their

jobs 

16.6.26 Nursery trip to Smithill’s Farm

18.6.26 and
19.6.26

Year 1 Trips to Legoland
Miss Wood’s class will visit on 18  June and Mrs Rattenbury’s on 19

June

th th

Wk beg
22.6.26

Assessment Week Years 1-5

23.6.26 
Year 4  and 5 United Utilities
Workshop 



Date Event Notes

25.6.26 Y6 Blackpool Trip 

30.6.26 
Year 1 and 2 Sports Day 

Nursery and Reception Sports Day 
Y1 and 2 - approx. 9.00 - 10.30
N and Rec - approx. 1.45 - 2.45

1.7.26 
Year 3 and 4 Sports Day 

 
Year 5 and 6 Sports Day

Year 3 and 4 - approx. 9.00 - 10.30 
 

Year 5 and 6 - approx. 1.30 - 3.00

2.7.26
Oldham Secondary School

Transition Day for Year 6s  and
Hodge Clough ‘Moving Up Day’

Year 6's visit their new Secondary Schools and all other year groups
spend time in their new classes.

3.7.26
Starbooks Author Day - Lewis

Carroll
4th July is National Alice in Wonderland Day! 

6.7.26 Meet the Teacher Event
An opportunity for parents to visit their child’s classroom for next

year and informally meet their new teacher.

7.7.26 Nursery End of Year Show Afternoon performance

8.7.26 and
9.7.26 

Hodge Clough’s Got Talent! In school events to showcase our pupils and their many talents!

10.7.26 
End of Year Reports go out to

parents

13.7.26 Dress Rehearsal for Y6 Show

13.7.26 ReportsDrop In for parents 
Informal - no appointments will be given out in advance., but
teachers will be available for an hour after school if parents want
to discuss anything about their children’s reports.

15.7.26
Year 6 Performance for parents -
I’m an 11 Year Old - Get Me Out of

Here!!

Performances at 1.45 – 2.45 and 
and  5.30 – 6.30



Date Event Notes

16.7.26 Summer Fun Day In school activities

17.7.26
Y6 Leavers Assembly for parents

and Guard of Honour!
Assembly - 9.00 – 10.30am 

END OF YEAR – School closes to pupils on Friday 17th July 

Class Attendance

Nursery 96.8%

Rec CP 95.5%

Rec HB 80.7%

Y1 HR 84.6%

Y1 JW 85.6%

Y2 TN 93.9%

Y2 JW 95.0%

Class Attendance

Y3 SH 93.5%

Y3 YG 99.4%

Y4 JR 98.8%

Y4 AM 97.8%

Y5 MO 95.7%

Y5 LM 95.2%

Y6 SC 97.7%

Y6 LL 96.1%Overall Attend1nce this week:
 94.1%

PTFA events - still TBC

Attendance Counts!
Hodge Clough has high expectations for all pupils’ attendance and in line with National Guidelines, our

expectation is that all children aim for at least 96% attendance. Regular attendance is extremely important
for your child’s wellbeing and progress and the impact of non-attendance at school and nursery significantly
increases gaps in knowledge and understanding for children. Research has shown that this has a huge impact

on their attainment, achievement and future life choices. 



 

 

’ 

’

 
Hodge Clough Primary

Newsletter
—  

15th May 2026

 

—  
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We take PRIDE in who we are and have children at the HEART of all we do

Dear Families,

It’s been a whirlwind of a week, this week! With Year 6 SATs, Mental Health
Awareness Week and Starbooks Author Day - it’s been very busy!

As we celebrated the fantastic work of children’s author Julia Donaldson, it also
seemed the perfect time to bring our Year 1's up to Conduit St for the first time
for some fun activities with Year 2's! 

Governors have also been busy this week! I would like to say a sincere thank you
to the those who were able to come and oversee SATs administration. This week
has also seen them listen to a presentation from another potential Trust as we
journey towards making the very important decisions around academisation. As
promised, all stakeholders will be provided with a summary of what the these
MATs have to offer our school community.

We will see you all on Monday for the final week of this half term! Wishing
everyone a wonderful and hopefully sunny weekend!

Mrs Hodkinson 



Well done, Year
6!

A huge congratulations to all our Year6's! They have worked so hard duringb SATs week
and made our whole school proud! Whatever the results, we could not be prouder of the
way they have conducted themselves this week - the maturity, resilience and positive

attitude they have shown throughout has been amazing! 

When they ‘put their pencils down’ for the final time on Thursday, it was time to celebrate,
with a surprise Pizza Party - we can safely say they loved it!! There’s still Year 6 writing
assessments to contend with, but there will be lots more to look forward to as Year 6

enjoy this last part of their primary journey together!  



Starbooks Author Day 

Across both sites, children immersed themselves in exciting activities linked to the books of Julia
Donaldson: I spotted Year 4 bringing The Scarecrow to life through some fantastic role play,

whilst Year 6 were thoughtfully comparing film adaptations with the original book versions and
discussing which they preferred and why. Meanwhile, Year 3 explored the adventures of

Superworm through a range of creative activities and not forgetting of course, the ever-popular
hot chocolate and biscuits in Starbooks Cafe! 

At Wilkes Street, Miss Wood led a very special assembly introducing the children to many of Julia
Donaldson’s best-loved stories and characters, helping to spark curiosity and excitement about
reading. One of the loveliest moments of the day was seeing our Year 1 children head off on their

very own mini adventure to Conduit Street, where they joined Year 2 for some wonderfully
imaginative activities together — you can read more about this below!

A huge thank you to Miss Wood and Mrs Lilley for organising the event and to all staff for the
creativity, enthusiasm and effort that always help to make these events so memorable! 



Starbooks Author Day 

Year 1's Visit to Conduit Street 
A particularly special part of our Starbooks Day was seeing our Year 1 children visit the Conduit

Street site for the very first time to join Year 2 in a range of brilliant Julia Donaldson themed
activities. 

I came to meet the children on their journey up and they were showing such excitement and
enthusiasm as they explored stories together, took part in some very imaginative learning - I

particularly loved how AI brought a Gruffalo Trail to life!! 

As a school, we are placing a real focus on helping our Year 1 children feel confident, prepared and
excited about their transition to the next stage of school life. We want moving up to Conduit Street
to feel like a positive adventure and an important milestone that children can truly look forward

to. 

Opportunities like this help the children become familiar with the site, build relationships with
staff and older pupils, and develop confidence in a warm and supportive way — all whilst sharing
a love of books and storytelling together. It was wonderful to see so many smiles, excited faces

and growing confidence throughout the day. Well done Year 1





EYFS Open Evening

On Tuesday, we were delighted to welcome so many families to our EYFS Open Evening. It was
wonderful to see such a fantastic turnout, with visitors coming along to explore our Early Years

environment, meet our dedicated staff team, and find out more about how children learn and
thrive in our Nursery and Reception classes.

Families enjoyed seeing our engaging learning spaces, discovering the exciting opportunities
available to our youngest learners, and hearing about the nurturing and supportive approach we

provide for every child.

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the evening such a success.
If you know anyone who is still looking for a Nursery or Reception place for September 2026,

please encourage them to contact the school office for more information or to arrange a visit.

Community News

There is a free event,delivered by Relax Kids/Calm
Ahead CIC in partnership with Oldham Families First,

happening over May Half Term. This will be a great
opportunity for families to come together, access

support, and enjoy a fun afternoon.

Event details:
 Date: Thursday 28 May
 Time: 1:00pm – 3:30pm

 Location: Spring Meadows Children’s Centre,
Leamington Street, Oldham, OL4 2RN 

What to expect:
Free food and drinks for all attendees

A range of games and creative activities for all ages
Opportunities to speak to professionals and share

views on local services

Families can sign up directly using the QR code on the
flyer or via this link:

https://eequ.org/book/families-first-partnership-event-with-relax-kids-calm-ahead-cic-27981


Throughout this week, different classes have engaged in
lots of quick burst activities encouraging them to take
positive steps to support their own wellbeing and the
wellbeing of others. Here’s a taster of what went on:

Mindfulness and relaxation sessions 
Circle time discussions  talking about feelings and listening

to others 
Acts of kindness challenges 

Outdoor activities and active play – to boost physical and
mental health 

Gratitude exercises –  to focus on the positives in daily life 
Creative activities such as drawing and journaling

A huge thank you to Mrs Walker for giving everyone the
wonderful inspiration  for these Mental Health Awareness

activities!

Mental Health Awareness Week 

We are excited to share an important new development in school as we begin our journey towards
creating an Enhanced Provision Space in school and in partnership with the local authority’s Quality

and Effectiveness Support Team (QEST).

Over recent months, significant preparation work has already taken place, including collaboration
with staff, planning around the environment and provision, and initial discussions with families. We

were especially pleased to welcome parents and carers of children who may initially access the space
to an introductory meeting, where we shared our vision and listened

 to valuable feedback and ideas.

The focus of the Enhanced Provision Space will be to support children’s communication and language
development through a nurturing, structured, and inclusive approach. This exciting project marks the

beginning of a longer journey to further strengthen the support we offer all children in school and
ensure every child is able to thrive.

We look forward to sharing further updates with our school community as the provision continues to
develop.

Enhanced Provision Space (EPS)



Date Event Notes

18.5.26 Year 5 trip to Quarry Bank Mill 

18.5.26
Year 6 World Cup Football Festival at

Boundary Park
A team of 6 players needed

19.5.26
Year 1 and 2 Football Festival at

Boundary Park 
A team of 3-5 players needed 

20.5.26 National Numeracy Day In school event

HALF TERM – School closes on Friday 22nd May and re-opens on Tuesday 2nd June 

1.6.26 INSET Day School closed to pupils

Week
beginning

1.6.26 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables
Check during this week 

The national, statutory assessment of how fluently Year 4
children can recall their Times Tables up to 12 x 12

3.6.26 Class Photo Day 

4.6.26
‘Getting To Know You’ session

for Sept 2026 - Nursery
Intake 

9.00 – 10.00 - for parents and children of new nursery
starters 

4.6.26
Parent only meeting for Sept

2026 - Reception Intake 
2.00 - 3.00 in Wilkes St Hall

5.6.26 Year 5 Science Workshop 
Hands on workshop about Materials and their Properties

(in school)

Wk. beg.
8.6.26 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Completed in school over this week, it is a national,

statutory test for Year 1 pupils to confirm they have
learned phonic decoding to an age-appropriate standard. 

8.6.26
‘Getting To Know You’ session

for Sept 2026 – Nursery
Intake 

3.30 - 4.30 
Additional session for those Nursery parents and children

who could not make last week’s morning session.

Calendar Dates



Date Event Notes

10.6.26 Year 2 visit to Bridgewater Hall
Children will enjoy an interactive, musical experience with The Halle

Orchestra

11.6.26
‘Getting to Know You’ session for
Sept 2026 - Reception Intake 

3.30 - 4.30

11.6.26 Men’s World Cup begins In school activities 

Week
beginning
5.6.26

Aspirations Week
People from different careers in school to talk to children about their

jobs 

16.6.26 Nursery trip to Smithill’s Farm

18.6.26 Year 1 trip to LegoLand Miss Wood’s class will visit on 18  June th

19.6.26 Year 1 trip to LegoLand Mrs Rattenbury’s class will visit on 19th

Wk beg
22.6.26

Assessment Week Years 1-5

23.6.26 
Year 4  and 5 United Utilities
Workshop 

25.6.26 Y6 Blackpool Trip 

30.6.26 
Year 1 and 2 Sports Day 
Nursery and Reception Sports Day 

Y1 and 2 - approx. 9.00 - 10.30
N and Rec - approx. 1.45 - 2.45

1.7.26 

Year 3 and 4 Sports Day 
 
Year 5 and 6 Sports Day

Year 3 and 4 - approx. 9.00 - 10.30 
 

Year 5 and 6 - approx. 1.30 - 3.00



Date Event Notes

2.7.26
Oldham Secondary School

Transition Day for Year 6s and
Hodge Clough ‘Moving Up Day’

Year 6's visit their new Secondary Schools and all other year groups
spend time in their new classes.

3.7.26
Starbooks Author Day - Lewis

Carroll
4th July is National Alice in Wonderland Day! 

6.7.26 Meet the Teacher Event
An opportunity for parents to visit their child’s classroom for next

year and informally meet their new teacher.

7.7.26 Nursery End of Year Show Afternoon performance

8.7.26 and
9.7.26 

Hodge Clough’s Got Talent! In school events to showcase our pupils and their many talents!

10.7.26 
End of Year Reports go out to

parents

13.7.26 Dress Rehearsal for Y6 Show

13.7.26 Reports Drop In for parents 
Informal - no appointments will be given out in advance., but

teachers will be available for an hour after school if parents want
to discuss anything about their children’s reports.

15.7.26
Year 6 Performance for parents -
I’m an 11 Year Old - Get Me Out of

Here!!

Performances at 1.45 – 2.45 and 
and 5.30 – 6.30

16.7.26 Summer Fun Day In school activities

17.7.26
Y6 Leavers Assembly for parents

and Guard of Honour!
Assembly - 9.00 – 10.30am 

END OF YEAR – School closes to pupils on Friday 17th July 

PTFA events - still TBC


